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and bitterness among States in regard to their common limits,
because it suggests that emphasis is being laid on the nature,
needs and potentialities of the State rather than on the precise
character and location of its boundaries.
In other words, the mental attitude of politicians towards
the State and its boundaries is becoming more comparable
with that of the geographer towards regions. The latter thinks
in terms of the individuality, area, shape and content of a
region first, and then seeks to define its limits. Throughout the
nineteenth century, statesmen sought to establish territorial
boundaries first, and then concentrated on developing the State
inside those confines, with the result that friction grew, particu-
larly in marginal areas, if only because once the dividing lines
were set up they tended to be regarded as rigid fixtures which
could only be altered as the outcome of war. This failure to
recognize the mutability of boundaries, or possibly the fears
which such a recognition engenders, gave rise to attempts to
reinforce their function of separation. Tariff walls were erected
and fortifications were set up in a vain effort to achieve the
mutual exclusiveness of political entities, whereas rapidly
increasing population, extending inter-State trade and the
growth of means of communication which made that trade
possible required the removal of obstacles. It is significant
that until the end of the nineteenth century passports were
unknown and people could move freely from one country to
another without all the irksome formalities which are now
necessary.
Thus, international boundaries have become the outward
and all too visible evidence of the maladjustment of political
and economic relationships between States. It follows that
the greater the number of States on a given part of the earth's
surface, the greater the combined lengths of the boundaries
must be, and, therefore, the greater the possibility of inter-
State friction, and so, in turn, the hope of creating both political
and economic integration is proportionately reduced. As the
numbers of independent political entities are unevenly distri-
buted throughout the world, the parts which are most partitioned
are the most likely areas to produce boundary disputes.
Political geographers are indebted to Mr. S. W. Boggs for